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In this report, I will evaluate the NGB form 22,  Report of Separation and Record of Service(1) for 
my father, Dannie Neal Ritchie.  I found this document in a cedar chest belonging to my mother, 
Norma Jean Cassidy, after her death in 2019.  It was in a large manila envelope along with the 
same form from a prior enlistment and discharge in 1957, a Honorable Discharge certificate 
from 1960, three 8x10 black and white military photographs and a marriage certificate for Danny 
Neal Ritchie and Norma Jean Taylor. 
 
I am looking for evidence for the time frame of my father’s military service and what position he 
held during that time. The NGB form 22, Report of Separation and Record of Service contains 
more information than just what pertains to these two research objectives, but I will still analyze 
each piece of information this source provides. 
 
When analyzing the source, I ask myself if the content has been manipulated since the creation 
of the source?  Is the source in the form of an index, compilation, extract or transcription or is 
this the first recorded form? The NGB form 22, Report of Separation and Record of Service for 
Dannie Neal Ritchie is an original source. It is the original document created at the time of his 
discharge by the National Guard Bureau. It is not a derivative or authored narrative because it 
has not been altered or manipulated in any way. 
 
When analyzing the information from a source, I ask myself who provided the information? 
What is their level of knowledge about the information? The answer to these two questions may 
not be the same for all of the information in a single source, so I must analyze each piece of 
information provided individually. If the person providing the information has a high level of 
knowledge about it because they witnessed it or participated in it, it is primary information.  If the 
person only has knowledge because they were told by someone else or read about it, it is 
secondary information.  If it is not clear who actually provided the information, it is called 
undetermined. 
 
The personal information on the NGB form 22 would have been provided by Dannie. The 
personal information is his current address, date and place of birth, civilian occupation, marital 
status and number of dependants. Although it is unknown whether Dannie provided his personal 
information at the time this form was completed or at the time of enlistment or anytime between 
these two dates, he would still have a high level of knowledge about this information, so this is 
primary information. 
 
The physical description information could have been obtained in different ways.  Dannie could 
have provided his own race, eye and hair color, height and weight.  The information could have 
also been provided by a medical examination in which he was weighed, measured and 
observed.  Either way, the information is primary because it came from a highly knowledgeable, 
involved person. 
 
All of the military history information on this document would have been provided by the 
National Guard Bureau.  This is primary information because no one would have more 
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involvement and knowledge about the details of Dannie’s military service than the branch of 
military in which he served.  
 
Now I ask myself if the information in this document provides evidence related to my research 
objective of identifying the timeframe of my father’s military service. NGB form 22 directly states 
Dannie N Ritchie enlisted on 6 Dec 57 and was discharged 1 April 1960.  Additionally, it states 
“Prior service: Wash ARNG: 6 Dec 51 to 5 Dec 57” and “Total service for pay purposes: 8 years, 
3 months, and 26 days”.  These three time frames are consistent with each other and leave no 
doubt about the time frame of military service. Dannie N Ritchie served in the military from 6 
December 1951 to 1 April 1960. 
 
Does this document provide evidence related to what position he held during his military 
service?  NGB form 22 directly states “Military occupational speciality: Tank Commander” for the 
enlistment period starting 6 December 1957 and “Prior service: Company Clerk”. So, Dannie N 
Ritchie was a Company Clerk for the first six years of his service and then was a Tank 
Commander for the remaining time. 
 
What other types of evidence does this document contain?  In addition to the direct evidence 
relating to my two research objectives, NGB form 22 contains indirect evidence of Dannie N 
Ritchie’s family.  It directly states he is married and it also states he has three dependents. I 
could assume the three dependents were his wife and two children. However, I could be wrong 
and the three dependents could be his wife, one child and an invalid parent or other relative. 
Additional evidence is needed to clarify the indirect evidence of having three dependents to 
draw a conclusion if the research objective was related to identifying his family members. 
 
NGB form 22 also contains negative evidence which means there is something missing that I 
would expect to find. Although the form is signed by an authorized officer, it is missing the 
signature of the person being discharged, Dannie Neil Ritchie. Depending on the research 
objective and other evidence found, this negative evidence could be an important clue or cast 
doubt on the validity of the document.  In this case, the signature of the authorized officer is in 
blue ink, a good indication the document is the original and I have found no conflicting 
information or other evidence that would call this document or information it contains into 
question. 
 
Finally, I ask myself if the evidence I found in NGB form 22 constitutes proof of my research 
objectives.  Although evidence from multiple independent sources provides the most reliable 
proof, the evidence in NGB form 22 is direct and reliable.  Therefore, NGB form 22 is proof of 
my research objectives. 
 
In conclusion, NGB form 22, Report of Separation and Record of Service from 1 April 1960 for 
Dannie N. Ritchie is an original source that has direct evidence that provides proof that my 
father, Dannie N. Ritchie served in the military from 6 December 1951 to 1 April 1960 and was a 
Company Clerk for the first six years and a Tank Commander for the remainder of time. 
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Future Research Suggestions: 
● Analyze the other military documents found in the same manilla envelope with the NGB 

form 22 for Dannie N. Ritchie from 1 April 1960: 
○ NGB form 22 from 5 December 1967 
○ Honorable Discharge certificate from 1960 
○ Three 8x10 black and white military photographs 

● Search for military records on Fold3. 
● Order military records from the National Archives.  
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1National Guard Bureau, military record, NGB form 22, Report of Separation and Record of 
Service, Dannie Neil Ritchie, 1 April 1960, privately held by Elaine Raymond, Port Ludlow, 
Washington. 
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